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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0300 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LY, CU 
SUB J : CASTRO VISIT 

1 . THE GENERAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS RECENTLY CONCLUDED IN 
SEBHA WILL CERTAINLY BE REMEMBERED AS MUCH FOR THE DRAMATIC 
APPEARANCE OF FIDEL CASTRO ON THE PLATFORM AS FOR WHATEVER 
IT PRODUCED CONSTITUTIONALLY FOR LIBYA. CASTRO, ACCOMPANIED 
BY QADHAFI AND THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE FROM THE AUDIENCE, 

MOUNTED THE PLATFORM IN THE EVENING OF MARCH 2 SHORTLY 
AFTER HE ARRIVED IN SEBHA. 

2. IN A RARE DEPARTURE QADHAFI SPOKE HIS WORDS OF WELCOME 
FROM A PREPARED TEXT. HE PAID FULL TRIBUTE TO CASTRO THE 
REVOLUTIONARY, CASTRO THE LEADER OF THE CUBAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND CASTRO THE MAN WHO HAD ABORTED THE EVIL DESIGNS 
OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND EXPLOITATION IN LATIN AMERICA. 

3. FOLLOWING A LARGE "ABROASSO," CASTRO RESPONDED 
WITH A FAIRLY MODERATE AND MERCIFULLY BRIEF SPEECH. 

HE GAVE HIS BLESSING TO THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL 
PEOPLE S CONGRESS AND TO QADHAFI'S ROLE AS AN ANTI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TRIPOL 00300 061408Z 

IMPERIALIST IN AFRICA. CASTRO ACKNOWLEDGED SOMEWHAT 
MODESTLY THAT HE HAD INDEED WITHSTOOD THE PRESSURES 
OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST IMPERIALISTIC POWER. AT NO 
POINT, HOWEVER, DID HE MENTION THE US BY NAME AND, 

EXCEPT FOR THE ABOVE REFERENCE, DEVOTED HIMSELF TO 
PRAISE OF QADHAFI AND THE LIBYAN REVOLUTION AND PLEDGED 
FULL SUPPORT OF THE CUBAN PEOPLE TO THE ACHIEVEMENT 
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OF LIBYA’S PROGRESSIVE EFFORTS. CASTRO ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT HE AND QADHAFI OPERATED FROM AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 
PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS. BUT THEY WERE BOUND IN FRATERNAL 
FRIENDSHIP BY THEIR COMMON OPPOSITION TO IMPERIALISM, 
COLONIALISM AND DEDICATION TO THE FORCES OF PROGRESS. 

4. CASTRO APPEARED IN GOOD FORM IF SOMEWHAT TIRED. 

HIS ORATORICAL STYLE WAS SOMEWHAT INHIBITED BY 
THE NECESSITY FOR FREQUENT PAUSES FOR TRANSLATION. 

CASTRO APPEARED SLIGHTLY RESTLESS, OCCASIONALLY 
PUZZLED AND SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED DURING THE CHAOTIC 
PROCEEDINGS LEADING UP TO THE NAMING OF THE NEW 
CABINET OVER MANY OBIECTIONS FROM THE DELEGATIONS 
THERE PRESENT. 

5. THE PURPOSE OF CASTRO'S TRIP REMAINS OPEN FOR 
SPECULATION. THE CONSENSUS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, 

NONE OF WHOM CLAIMED PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRIP, IS 
THAT COMMON INTEREST IN AFRICA WILL FEATURE LARGELY 
IN THIS TEN-DAY VISIT. ACCORDING TO MEDIA SUPPORT, 
SUBSTANTIVE TALKS BETWEEN THE LEADERS AND THEIR 
DELEGATIONS WERE HELD IN SEBHA AFTER THE ADJOURNMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S CONGRESS. PRESS REPORTS ADD THAT THE 
CUBAN LEADER VISITED THE KUFRA PROJECT (SOUTHEASTERN 
LIBYA) MARCH 4 AND ARRIVED IN BENGHAZI MARCH 5. 
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